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PREFATORY NOTE.

THE work of which a specimen is here printed for-the
first time is contained in a MS. numbered 2409 in the
Oriental Collection of the British Museum. The MS., which
was acquired from the late General Gordon, consists of 113 fos.
It is written in a plain modern hand, and unpointed with the
exception of a few pages at the end. The title and author’s
name are given in the colophon, thus —

Juiisy & oo A gl B e Y
ol let ) ) andl Cidl Ul 0 Gl
W i gl SU) ke o Jl ol aae o dae)
Uogally presally ladually padidll sy gallyly &
| L ]

In the preface, however, the author calls his book o
daaad) (p. 2, 1. 3), and it is by this title that it seems to be

generally known in the East. Copies of it are extremely
rare in Europe, and those that exist in the East seem to be

jealously guarded by thcir owners. In the course of his long



v PREFATORY NOTE.

sojourn in Abyssinia d’Abbadie met with a copy' of the work,
of which he made use in his Géographie de I'Ethiopie;* and,
in the same way, Nerazzini when in Harar came across a
similar MS. ; but in this case nothing would induce the owner
to part with the precious document. However, with the help
of interpreters Nerazzini was able to make a translation, or
rather a detailed analysis, of the text; and this has since
been published under the title La Conguista Mussulmana dell’
Etiopia nel secolo XV13* Hitherto our only knowledge of the
character and contents of ‘ The Conquest of Abyssinia’ has
been derived from the accounts of these scholars, for the
present is the first attempt at an edition of the original text;
and while this, or the greater part of it, remains unpublished,
Nerazzini’s work will retain a high value as a contribution to
our knowledge of an important period of history. Neverthe-
less the conditions under which the translation was made
were such as could not fail to impair its philological as
distinguished from its historical value.?

The conqueror of Abyssinia whose exploits our text
recounts in detail was the Imam Ahmad ibn Ibrahim, and his
adversary the conquered king is called ., Q;L‘, o K ‘GUJ'
"’z‘s‘J) o U,..Lc,_y\. Moreover, we learn that the author, who

! D’Abbadie, Catalogue de Manuscrits Ethiopiens, p. 113; and Glographic
de I Ethiopie, p. 311. There is also a MS. in the library at Algiers (Cataloguc
général des MSS. des Bibliotheques publiques de France, XVIIIL. Alger, No. 1628),
and Schleicher (Geschickte der Galla, p. 1) mentions another as being in the
possession of Prideaux.

2 Roma, 1891.

3 Durante il mio ultimo soggiorno in Harrar, potei anche io conoscere
Pesistenza di quel manoscritto e procacciarmelo: ma non mi fu possibile per

qualsiasi prezzo d’ indurre il proprietario a vendermelo, e dovei contentarmi di
farne una traduzione col mezzo de’ miei interpreti, Nerazzini, 764d., p. xii,




PREFATORY NOTE. ’ v

wrote in the tenth century,’ bases much of his account upon
information supplied to him by actors in the drama, including
the Imam himself? These details at once enable us to bring
the events described within the known lines of Ethiopic
history and chronology. o EUJ is obviously to be iden-
tified with Wanag Sagad, the royal title of the king Lebna
Dengel (better known as David) who succeeded his father
N3a’6d in 1508, and whose reign lasted till 15402 His
adversary, the Imam Ahmad of our text, appears in the
Ethiopic annals as Grafi.* Bruce speaks of him as “Mahomet
called Gragné (which signifies ‘ left-handed’).”

Before entering upon the history of the actual conquest of
Abyssinia our author devotes a few pages to the early life of
his hero. Ahmad began his military career as a knight in the
service of Jarad Abiin king of Barr Sa‘d al Din, that is the
country called Ade/ in the Ethiopic chronicles. After the
death of Jarad Abiin, who was killed in battle with the Sultan
Abu Bakr, Ahmad established himself as an independent
sovereign. This involved him in a long series of hostilities
with Abu Bakr ; but eventually, after more than one abortive
attempt had been made to bring about an alliance between
them, Ahmad succeeded in killing the Sultan, whom he
replaced by his brother ‘Umar Din. The Imam now felt

! J.&\.z“ u}m ) UK.‘)’ p- Iy L 12

2 See, e.g.,f0. 525, . . J’m) [CENT [.LA!\ Bl G—d}-ﬁ“ J\S
and ¢/ p. O, . 8. D’Abbadie (Casalogue, p. 114) describes our author as
¢ secrétaire de I'imam Ahmed.

3 Wright, Catalogue of Ethiopic MSS., p. vii.

* Basset, Ltudes sur Phistoive & Ethiopie, p. 103.

5 Travels, Vol. 111., p. 185.



Vi1 PREFATORY NOTE.

himself strong enough to assert his power against another
and a more redoubtable foe. The Batriq >0, a relation
by marriage of the king of Abyssinia, had advanced into the
territory of the Muslims, and, after ravaging the country, was
making off with an enormous booty, when Ahmad heard of
his movements and determined to pursue him. A great
battle was fought, in which the Batriq was completely defeated.
This exploit, the date of which is preserved in the Ethiopic
annals,' marks the definite entry of the Imam upon the
conquest of Abyssinia, and the rest of the first volume is
simply the record of an unbroken series of triumphs, which
ended in the subjugation of almost the whole country to the
invader.

Not one of the existing MSS. seems to contain more than
the first volume, and it has been suggested either that the
history was never completed at all, or that the sequel was
destroyed.? In any case the reverse of the historical medal
would have borne a legend far less flattering to Muslim ears
than the proud list of victories that has been preserved. For
after the death of the pious but unfortunate Lebna Dengel
in 1540, Catholi¢c and Orthodox merged their differences in a
common hostility to the infidel. With the help of the
Portuguese the Abyssinians were enabled first to stem and
ultimately to roll back the tide of Muslim invasion; and the
Imam himself perished ignobly, shot from behind an ambush

) Cf. Basset, lc., ‘La dix-neuvitme année du régne de Lébna-Déngel,
Dégalhan, général de son armée, alla dans le pays des Adals, pilla leurs biens
et emmena leurs femmes en captivité. Ensuite Grifi le poursuivit et reprit les
prisonniers et le butin.’

® Nerazzini, Conguista, p. xiii. ; D’Abbadie, Géographie, p. 311.




PREFATORY NOTE. vii

by a Portuguese marksman who had ‘been a valet de
chambre.!

The specimen which I here offer to students of Arabic
and of history carries the reader to the eve of the great battle
fought in 1529 at 5,8 b, where the king and the Imam
confronted one another for the first time* As for the re-
mainder of the text it is my intention to issue it from time
to time according as I shall find means and opportunity. Of
the MSS. that exist I have so far only been able to consult
one, that, namely, at the British Museum ; and I trust that '
the defects which must almost of necessity creep into an
edition based upon a solitary MS. will be viewed with indul-
gence by those who have attempted a similar task. It can
hardly be expected that the style of the work will offer many
attractions to those in whom an educated and accurate taste
has been nourished upon the masterpieces of the best period
of Arabic literature ; but, on the whole, it seemed best to let
the author tell his tale in his own provincial way to ‘the few
who respect all periods.” Accordingly, only those defects
have been amended which seemed obviously due more to the
fault of the scribe than to the misfortune of the composer.

! Bruce, 7ravels, Vol. IIL p. 212.
2 Bruce calls the place Shimbra Coré, and in Basset’s transliteration it

appears as Chémbra-Kouré. In our own text the name is alsospelt _¢ ) )S Jrvvy
The date is given in the following passage of the MS. (fo. 194): B ‘»)

A G M, where ),_AM is an obvious clerical error for o It may be

worth observing that the same blunder must also have existed in the corresponding
passage of the MS. employed by Nerazzini, for he speaks of ‘la battaglia di
Demircore’ (p. 21), adding in anote: *Non mi & stato possibile di trovare questa
localitd né sulle carte antiche n¢ sulle moderne deil’ Etiopia.’



viii PREFATORY NOTE.

In conclusion my thanks are due to Dr. Adolf Neubauer
to Professor Dr. Rieu and Professor Dr. de Goeje. To the
two scholars last named I am specially indebted for the un-
failing generosity with which they have allowed me to use

the rich stores of their knowledge and experience :—

v s

R e F{%d L s
Wl | s Wl Lo S

S. ARTHUR STRONG.

CAMBRIDGE, April, 1804.



NOTES.

The hadith cited on p. ' only to be dismissed as a forgery is
shown by the context to contain a reference to the magnitude of the

tribe of the prophet; but the MS. reading J\ is plainly impossible.
FE% 3 ©

Prof. de Goeje suggests that we should read 53 3 il ¥ Ul,

5

¢ verily we are not a thousand on the earth,’ a statement which the
author immediately refutes by an appeal to the authority of Suyati,
who records that the tribe of the prophet overpassed the limit of a
thousand.

P. \A 1 4 I have adopted Prof. de Goeje’s restoration :

P.\AL 7. The only recorded meaning of = in the 7th form
is “the knot became tied,” which makes it difficult to suppose that
6@3‘ could have been the original reading here. The author was
probably thinking of the following words of the Koran: *\> u_‘i_-,

u)b)\g rb) d.u‘j,o‘ }qb) ‘}&“ (IX. 48).
P. F\1 4. Read ;5 bl .p 4 %oe
P. "’ L 14. For the meaningless |iS Prof. de Goeje suggests
2
(0 )5
P.PvL 7. & is somewhat difficult to explain in this con-
nection. The author possibly wrote  J3>-.
P."v 1 2. For & Xai read c;Xs ‘[the tribe] withdrew.’
P.1%01 9. .noll ajis an obvious amendment for the un-
intelligible proper name _pall jao.
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